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RESOLUTION: 3-01 (Convention Workbook, pp. 27-31) 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO RECOGNIZE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE DISTRICT MISSIONS 3 
 4 
WHEREAS, The reports of the mission congregations, special service ministries, campus ministries, 5 

and missionaries-at-large (Convention Workbook, pages 27-31) clearly show their 6 
faithfulness in serving the people of our South Dakota District; THEREFORE BE IT 7 

 8 
RESOLVED: That this Convention gratefully accept their reports; AND BE IT FINALLY 9 
 10 
RESOLVED: That the people of The South Dakota District continue to prayerfully and with good 11 

stewardship support these outreach efforts. 12 
 13 
 14 
 15 
  Respectfully Submitted, 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 
     ________________________________________ 20 
     Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
     _________________________________________ 25 
     Reverend Bret Bierman 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
     _________________________________________ 30 
     Ms. Crystal Bormann 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
     __________________________________________ 35 
     Mr. Ron Neeman 36 



To The 61st Convention of 
The South Dakota District of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
April 19-21, 2018 
 

Page | R219 
 

RESOLUTION: 3-02 (Convention Workbook, pp.121-124)  1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO RECOGNIZE AND GIVE THANKS FOR THE SPECIAL MINISTRIES OF SOUTH 3 

DAKOTA LUTHERANS FOR LIFE, ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN, AND MAIN STREET 4 
LIVING 5 

 6 
WHEREAS, The theme of the Sixty-First Convention of The South Dakota District of The Lutheran 7 

Church—Missouri Synod is “Behold Your God! What Help! What Hope!”; AND 8 
 9 
WHEREAS, The South Dakota Lutherans For Life, Orphan Grain Train, and Main Street Living have 10 

been vital partners in sharing the work and ministry of mercy in the South Dakota District 11 
and beyond; AND 12 

 13 
WHEREAS, Mrs. Jill Johnsen, Mrs. Jeanette Stensland, and Mr. Dutch TeSlaa have submitted reports 14 

of activities of The South Dakota Lutherans For Life, Orphan Grain Train, and Main Street 15 
Living to the Convention of this District (see pp. 121-124) of the Convention Workbook); 16 
THEREFORE BE IT 17 

 18 
RESOLVED: That we thank God for the service of The South Dakota Lutherans For Life, Orphan Grain 19 

Train, and Main Street Living in “making known the love of Christ by word and deed 20 
within our churches, communities, and the world” (LCMS Mission Statement); AND BE IT 21 
FINALLY 22 

 23 
RESOLVED: That we encourage our congregations and all men and women of the District to be 24 

generous in supporting these ministries with their time, talents, and treasures. 25 
 26 
   Respectfully Submitted, 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 
   ______________________________ 31 
   Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
   _______________________________ 36 
   Reverend Bret Bierman 37 
 38 
 39 
 40 
   _______________________________ 41 
   Ms. Crystal Bormann 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
   _______________________________ 46 
   Mr. Ron Neeman 47 
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RESOLUTION: 3-03 (Convention Workbook, pg. 120-121) 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO GIVE THANKS FOR THE SERVICE OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 3 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 4 
 5 
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is an auxiliary organization of the 6 

LCMS; AND 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, The theme of the Sixty-First Convention of The South Dakota District of The Lutheran 9 

Church—Missouri Synod is “Behold Your God! What Help! What Hope!”; AND 10 
 11 
WHEREAS, The LWML continues to recognize new mission and mercy opportunities in various parts 12 

of the world and The South Dakota District; AND 13 
 14 
WHEREAS, Mrs. Lisa Asmus has submitted a report of activities of The South Dakota District LWML 15 

to the Convention of this District (see pages 120-121 of the Convention Workbook); 16 
THEREFORE BE IT 17 

 18 
RESOLVED: That we thank God for the service of the LWML “in making known the love of Christ in 19 

word and deed within our churches, communities, and to the world” (LCMS Mission 20 
Statement); AND BE IT FINALLY 21 

 22 
RESOLVED: That we encourage all women of the District to take advantage of the education, 23 

inspiration, and opportunities for service offered them by membership in the LWML. 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
   Respectfully Submitted, 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 
   ______________________________ 32 
   Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
   _______________________________ 37 
   Reverend Brett Bierman 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
   _______________________________ 42 
   Ms. Crystal Bormann 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
   _______________________________ 47 
   Mr. Ron Neeman 48 
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RESOLUTION: 3-04 (Overture 3-04) 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO THANK GOD FOR THE WORK OF PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL ON NATIVE 3 

AMERICAN RESERVATIONS IN THE SOUTH DAKOTA DISTRICT 4 
 5 
PREAMBLE: Since the 1960’s The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and The South Dakota 6 

District have coordinated intentional ministry among the Native American people in South 7 
Dakota.  Throughout the years several individuals and their families have been influential 8 
in Native American ministry in The South Dakota District.  Reverend W. Walter Weber was 9 
called by the LCMS in 1964 to be its National Indian Ministry Consultant.  He established 10 
his office first in Pierre, SD and then in 1965 in Sioux Falls, SD.  In 1966 Reverend Clark 11 
Gies was called by the LCMS and The South Dakota District to be the Coordinator of 12 
Religious Activities and Missionary At-Large on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South 13 
Dakota.  Pastor Gies and his family lived in the town of Pine Ridge during that time.  14 
Reverend Gies was called in 1971 to serve St. John Lutheran Church, Wagner, SD and to 15 
be Missionary on the Yankton Sioux Reservation where he served until 2002.  In 1966 16 
Reverend Bill Paepke was assigned as an Indian Ministry Vicar to Ascension Lutheran 17 
Church, Rapid City, SD.  Reverend Paepke’s work among the Native Americans continued 18 
in 1968 when he was called to St. John Lutheran Church, Norris, SD and Parmelee, SD to 19 
be the pastor and Missionary At-Large on the Rosebud Reservation.  In 1970 Larry Belitz 20 
was called by The South Dakota District as a Worker-Priest to serve on the Pine Ridge 21 
Reservation where he taught school in Pine Ridge.  To this day, Larry and his wife, Doris, 22 
participate in the mission work on the Pine Ridge Reservation.  In the late 1980’s and early 23 
1990’s Reverend Tom Zeller of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Norris, SD was ministering to 24 
Native Americans on the Rosebud Reservation.  Reverend Zeller requested that The South 25 
Dakota District consider calling someone to full-time missionary service on the Rosebud 26 
Reservation.  In 1993 The South Dakota District Board of Directors extended a call to 27 
Reverend Robert Utecht to be the first full-time District-called missionary to the Native 28 
Americans on the Rosebud Reservation.  In 1994 Reverend Utecht, along with the help of 29 
his wife, Donna, and Larry and Doris Belitz, also began ministering to Native Americans on 30 
the Pine Ridge Reservation.  Reverend Utecht and his family were familiar with the 31 
Rosebud and Pine Ridge Reservations.  In the 1970’s Reverend Utecht and his family 32 
traveled through the Rosebud and Pine Ridge Reservations doing puppet shows for the 33 
Native Americans.  Reverend Utecht and his wife, Donna, faithfully served as missionaries 34 
to the Native Americans until Reverend Utecht’s retirement in 2012.  In 1997 The South 35 
Dakota District called Reverend Andrew Utecht, Robert and Donna’s son, to be the full-36 
time missionary to the Native American people on the Rosebud Reservation. Reverend 37 
Utecht, with the assistance of his wife, Lori, and their children throughout the years, 38 
continues to serve on the Rosebud Reservation.  In 2012 The South Dakota District called 39 
Reverend Albert Sutton to be a part-time missionary to the Pine Ridge Reservation and he 40 
works with his team of Donna Utecht, Larry and Doris Belitz, and Jeff and Diane Falin.  We 41 
thank God for these and many other servants of Christ who have brought the Gospel of 42 
Jesus Christ to our Native American neighbors.  We also rejoice that the Holy Spirit 43 
continues to work through God’s Word, as God has promised, to bring our Native American 44 
neighbors to faith in our Savior Jesus Christ. 45 

  46 
WHEREAS, The theme for the 61st Convention of The South Dakota District is “Behold Your God! What 47 

Help! What Hope!” (Isaiah 40:9, 52:3; John 3:14-15) and was chosen to urge 48 
congregations, schools, ministries, professional church workers, and individual members 49 
of our congregations to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with their communities through 50 
Word and deed; AND 51 

 52 
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WHEREAS,  Jesus instructs his disciples, “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold.  I must bring 53 
them also, and they will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock and one shepherd” 54 
(John 10:16); AND 55 

 56 
WHEREAS, Jesus also commands his disciples to proclaim the Gospel to all people throughout the 57 

world when he says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go 58 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 59 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  60 
And behold I am with you always, to the end of the age,” (Matthew 28:18-20); and “Thus it 61 
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 62 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 63 
beginning from Jerusalem,” (Luke 24:46-47); and St. John, describing his vision of eternal 64 
life, says, “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 65 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 66 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out 67 
with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” 68 
(Revelation 7:9-10); AND 69 

 70 
WHEREAS, Beginning in the 1960’s, intentional efforts were made by The Lutheran Church—Missouri 71 

Synod, The South Dakota District, and individual congregations to share the Gospel of 72 
Jesus Christ with Native Americans on the Native American reservations of South Dakota; 73 
AND 74 

 75 
WHEREAS,  In 1993 The South Dakota District Board of Directors extended a call to Reverend Robert 76 

Utecht to serve as the first full-time District-called missionary to the Native Americans on 77 
the Rosebud Reservation and Reverend Utecht and his wife, Donna, served as faithful 78 
missionaries to the Native Americans until Reverend Utecht’s retirement in 2012; AND 79 

 80 
WHEREAS,  The South Dakota District’s mission work on the Rosebud Reservation continues to this 81 

day through the faithful ministry of Reverend Andrew Utecht whom The South Dakota 82 
District Board of Directors called to serve as a District missionary in 1997, and whose 83 
ministry is assisted by his wife, Lori, and their children; AND 84 

 85 
WHEREAS,  November 2018 will mark the 25th anniversary of District funded mission work on the 86 

Rosebud Reservation and July 2017 was the 20th anniversary of Reverend Andrew 87 
Utecht’s mission work on the Rosebud Reservation; AND 88 

 89 
WHEREAS, In 1994 Reverend Robert Utecht, with the help of Donna Utecht, Larry and Doris Belitz and 90 

others, also began sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ on the Pine Ridge Reservation; AND 91 
 92 
WHEREAS, In 2012 The South Dakota District Board of Directors called Reverend Albert Sutton to be 93 

a part-time missionary to continue the mission work on the Pine Ridge Reservation, and 94 
he works along with his ministry team: Donna Utecht, Larry and Doris Belitz, and Jeff and 95 
Diane Falin; AND 96 

 97 
WHEREAS,  2019 will mark the 25th anniversary of the current District funded mission work on the 98 

Pine Ridge Reservation; AND  99 
 100 
WHEREAS,  Many congregations in The South Dakota District support the District’s mission work 101 

among the Native Americans with their continual prayers, with their financial support, and 102 
by sending mission teams to assist in the missionary efforts; THEREFORE BE IT 103 

 104 
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RESOLVED: That we thank God for the missionary efforts of all of those in The South Dakota District 105 
who have shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ with our Native American neighbors; AND BE 106 
IT FURTHER 107 

 108 
RESOLVED:  That congregations, professional church workers, and lay people of the District be 109 

encouraged to continue their support of the mission work on the Rosebud and Pine Ridge 110 
Reservations through their corporate and individual prayers, through corporate and 111 
individual financial gifts, and through personal missionary efforts; AND BE IT FINALLY 112 

 113 
RESOLVED: That following the adoption of this resolution, the assembly will express its thanks to God 114 

for His blessings of faith and salvation in Jesus Christ made available to our Native 115 
American neighbors through the mission efforts of the Rosebud and Pine Ridge 116 
Reservation missions and missionaries by rising to sing “Christ the Eternal Lord” (LSB 117 
#829, Stzs. 1, 3): 118 

 119 
    Christ the eternal Lord, 120 

Whose promise here we claim, 121 
    Whose gifts of grace are freely poured 122 

On all who name your name; 123 
    With thankfulness and praise 124 

We stand before your throne, 125 
    Intent to serve You all our days 126 

And make Your glory known. 127 
 128 
Christ the redeeming Son, 129 
Who shares our human birth, 130 
And by His death salvation won 131 
For ev’ry child of earth; 132 
Inspire our hearts, we pray, 133 
To tell Your love abroad, 134 
That all may honor Christ today 135 
And follow Him as Lord. 136 

 137 
     Respectfully Submitted, 138 
 139 
 140 
 141 
     __________________________________________ 142 
     Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 143 
 144 
 145 
 146 
     ___________________________________________ 147 
     Reverend Bret Bierman 148 
 149 
 150 
 151 
     ___________________________________________ 152 
     Ms. Crystal Bormann 153 
 154 
 155 
 156 
     ___________________________________________ 157 
     Mr. Ron Neeman 158 
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RESOLUTION: 3-05 Amended  1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO APPROVE REPORTS OF PASTORS AND TEACHERS CONFERENCE 3 
 4 
WHEREAS, Floor Committee 3 has reviewed minutes from the Pastors and Teachers conferences as 5 

follows: 6 
 7 
 2015 Fall Pastors Conference Minutes 8 
 2017 Spring Pastors Conference Minutes 9 
 2017 All Workers Conference Minutes (Pastors) 10 
 2015 Fall Teachers Conference Minutes 11 
 2016 Fall Teachers Conference Minutes 12 
 2017 All Workers Conference Minutes (Teachers); AND 13 
 14 
WHEREAS, To the best of our knowledge, the conference chairmen and secretaries have accurately 15 

presented the submitted proceedings as they occurred; THEREFORE BE IT 16 
 17 
RESOLVED: That the above conference proceedings be approved by The South Dakota District 18 

Convention. 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
   Respectfully Submitted, 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
   ______________________________ 27 
   Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 
   _______________________________ 32 
   Reverend Bret Bierman 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
   _______________________________ 37 
   Ms. Crystal Bormann 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
   _______________________________ 42 
   Mr. Ron Neeman 43 
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RESOLUTION:  3-06 (Overture 3-06) 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO COMMEND AND ENCOURAGE THE WORK OF LCMS DISASTER RESPONSE 3 
 4 
WHEREAS, Our gracious heavenly Father “richly and daily provides us with all that we need to support 5 

this body and life,” (Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, Explanation of the First Article of the 6 
Apostles Creed); AND   7 

 8 
WHEREAS, David exhorts God’s people to find comfort and refuge in the Lord during times of disaster 9 

when he writes, “Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in You my soul takes 10 
refuge; in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction pass by” 11 
(Psalm 57:1); AND 12 

 13 
WHEREAS, LCMS Disaster Response serves as a Christian faith-based emergency relief and long-14 

term assistance effort following natural and man-made disasters, engaging LCMS 15 
congregations, districts, Recognized Service Organizations, and partner churches in a 16 
shared ministry of mercy, with an objective of opening doors to the proclamation of the 17 
Gospel; AND 18 

 19 
WHEREAS, Congregations in The South Dakota District have benefitted greatly from the work of LCMS 20 

Disaster Response, namely Zion Lutheran Church, Wessington Springs and Zion Lutheran 21 
Church, Delmont; AND 22 

 23 
WHEREAS,  Reverend Scott Spiehs, Senior Pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Wolsey, Zion 24 

Lutheran Church, Wessington Springs, and Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Woonsocket 25 
faithfully serves the District as its Disaster Response Coordinator; AND 26 

 27 
WHEREAS, Reverend Spiehs conducted a Lutheran Early Response Training (LERT) at Faith Lutheran 28 

Church, Pierre in September 2017 to prepare and train people to respond to disasters and 29 
emergencies when they happen in their communities and elsewhere; AND 30 

 31 
WHEREAS, The South Dakota District was one of 21 LCMS districts to receive a disaster response 32 

trailer as the result of a generous gift to LCMS Disaster Response from The Lutheran 33 
Women’s Missionary League (LWML), which is fully equipped and ready to assist in clean 34 
up and relief efforts when needed; AND  35 

 36 
WHEREAS,  The opportunity to point those who are suffering to the comfort of the Gospel and to make 37 

use of financial resources to bring physical and emotional healing to disaster victims has 38 
never been greater; THEREFORE BE IT 39 

 40 
RESOLVED: That the South Dakota District in convention give thanks to God for the work of LCMS 41 

Disaster Response nationally and internationally, for the generous gift of the disaster-42 
response trailer from the LWML, and for the faithful disaster response ministry in The South 43 
Dakota District by Rev. Scott Spiehs; AND BE IT FINALLY 44 

 45 
RESOLVED: That the congregations, schools, professional church workers, and lay people of The South 46 

Dakota District be encouraged to continue to support the mercy work of LCMS Disaster 47 
Response with prayer for all those who suffer from all forms of disasters, to participate in 48 
LERT training as able, to offer volunteer assistance when the opportunity arises, and to 49 
provide financial resources to assist those in need, as we show Christ’s love through our 50 
acts of mercy. 51 

 52 
 53 
 54 
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     Respectfully Submitted, 55 
 56 
 57 
 58 
     __________________________________________ 59 
     Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 60 
 61 
 62 
 63 
     ___________________________________________ 64 
     Reverend Bret Bierman 65 
 66 
 67 
 68 
     ___________________________________________ 69 
     Ms. Crystal Bormann 70 
 71 
 72 
 73 
     ___________________________________________ 74 
     Mr. Ron Neeman 75 
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RESOLUTION: 3-07 (Overture 3-07) 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF REVEREND DAVID WARNER AND REVEREND 3 

DANIEL JASTRAM THROUGH TOGETHER IN MISSION 4 
 5 
WHEREAS, The Son of Man came into the world to seek and to save that which is lost (cf. Luke 19:10). 6 

He did this so that people should not perish but have eternal life (cf. John 3:16); AND 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, Through His Word, Jesus promised that His followers would be His witnesses to the end 9 

of the earth (cf. Acts 1:8); AND 10 
 11 
WHEREAS, The past eight District conventions have resolved that the congregations of The South 12 

Dakota District collectively support the missionary activities of Amy (Hartwig) Kashenov 13 
and then Reverend Dr. Alan Ludwig through Together In Mission over and above their 14 
regular mission offerings enabling them to serve as witnesses to the Gospel; AND 15 

 16 
WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Alan Ludwig is serving as a missionary to the people of Siberia and is retiring 17 

from his missionary activities and his retirement leaves open the opportunity for The South 18 
Dakota District to assist other missionaries through Together In Mission; AND 19 

 20 
WHEREAS, Pastor Daniel Jastram, who serves as an LCMS Missionary to Southeast Asia, and Pastor 21 

David Warner, who serves as an LCMS Missionary to Spain have ties to the South Dakota 22 
District; THEREFORE BE IT 23 

 24 
RESOLVED: That this convention express its thanks to God for Reverend Dr. Alan Ludwig’s service to 25 

the people of Siberia and to the many congregations of The South Dakota District for their 26 
support of him through Together in Mission; AND BE IT FURTHER 27 

 28 
RESOLVED: That the congregations adopt as new recipients of Together In Mission offerings for the 29 

next triennium the following:  Reverend David Warner, missionary to Spain, and Reverend 30 
Daniel Jastram, missionary to Southeast Asia; AND BE IT FURTHER 31 

 32 
RESOLVED: That the offering amount given by the congregations of The South Dakota District for 33 

Together in Mission be divided equally between Reverend Jastram and Reverend Warner.  34 
If either of these missionaries should retire or return from the mission field, the balance of 35 
the Together In Mission offerings will go to support the worker remaining in the mission 36 
field.  If both of these workers should retire or return from the mission field, The South 37 
Dakota District Board of Directors will determine a new missionary to support for the 38 
remainder of the triennium; AND BE IT FINALLY 39 

 40 
RESOLVED: That every congregation of The South Dakota District be encouraged to remember these 41 

missionaries in corporate and individual prayers and to provide an annual commitment to 42 
Together in Mission over and above their regular support of District and Synod missions. 43 

 44 
     Respectfully Submitted, 45 
 46 
 47 
 48 
     __________________________________________ 49 
     Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 50 
 51 
 52 
 53 
 54 
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 55 
 56 
     ___________________________________________ 57 
     Reverend Bret Bierman 58 
 59 
 60 
 61 
     ___________________________________________ 62 
     Ms. Crystal Bormann 63 
 64 
 65 
 66 
     ___________________________________________ 67 
     Mr. Ron Neeman 68 
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RESOLUTION: 3-08 (Overtures 3-08 and 3-09) 
 
SUBJECT:  TO DECLINE OVERTURES 3-08 AND 3-09 REGARDING TOGETHER IN MISSION  
  MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
 
WHEREAS, Overtures 3-08 and 3-09 desire to direct Together In Mission offerings from   
  District congregations to Reverend Daniel Jastram; AND 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 3-07 directs Together In Mission offerings, in part, be directed to   
  Reverend Daniel Jastram; THEREFORE BE IT  
 
RESOLVED: That Overtures 3-08 and 3-09 be declined. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
     __________________________________________ 
     Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
     Reverend Bret Bierman 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
     Ms. Crystal Bormann 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________ 
     Mr. Ron Neeman 
 



To The 61st Convention of 
The South Dakota District of 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
April 19-21, 2018 
 

Page | R230 
 

RESOLUTION 3-09 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION TO SYNOD PRESIDENT THE REVEREND DR. 3 

MATTHEW C. HARRISON FOR HIS ATTENDANCE AND REPORT TO THE 4 
CONVENTION 5 

 6 
WHEREAS, The delegates and guests at the Sixty-First Convention of The South Dakota District of The 7 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod have gained much insight, growth, and information 8 
through the report shared by The Reverend Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, President of The 9 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; and have been edified by his sermon at the Opening 10 
Service; THEREFORE BE IT  11 

 12 
RESOLVED: That we thank The Reverend Dr. Matthew C. Harrison for joining us at our South  Dakota 13 

District Convention and for his work and time preparing and presenting at the Convention; 14 
AND BE IT FINALLY  15 

 16 
RESOLVED:  That The South Dakota District in Convention thank God for the leadership and service 17 

that Reverend Dr. Matthew C. Harrison provides to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.   18 
 19 
     Respectfully Submitted, 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
     __________________________________________ 24 
     Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
     ___________________________________________ 29 
     Reverend Bret Bierman 30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
     ___________________________________________ 34 
     Ms. Crystal Bormann 35 
 36 
 37 
 38 
     ___________________________________________ 39 
     Mr. Ron Neeman 40 
 41 
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RESOLUTION: 3-10 (Convention Bible Study) 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR THE PRESENCE AND PRESENTATION OF THE 3 

CONVENTION ESSAYIST/BIBLE STUDY LEADER 4 
 5 
WHEREAS, The delegates and guests at the Sixty-First Convention of The South Dakota District of 6 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod have gained much insight and growth through the 7 
essay/Bible Study shared by The Reverend Dr. R. Reed Lessing, Senior Pastor of St. 8 
Michael’s Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN; THEREFORE BE IT 9 

 10 
RESOLVED: That we thank The Reverend Dr. R. Reed Lessing for joining us at our South Dakota 11 

District Convention and for his work and time in preparing and presenting at the 12 
Convention. 13 

 14 
 15 
   Respectfully Submitted, 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 
   ______________________________ 20 
   Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
   _______________________________ 25 
   Reverend Bret Bierman 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
   _______________________________ 30 
   Ms. Crystal Bormann 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
   _______________________________ 35 
   Mr. Ron Neeman 36 
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RESOLUTION: 3-11 (Convention Workbook Page 40) 1 
 2 
SUBJECT: TO THANK GOD FOR THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF REVEREND EDWARD W. KNUTH 3 

AND REVEREND ORLETT D. BRACK 4 
 5 
WHEREAS,  God has blessed His church through the faithful service of His servants the Reverend 6 

Edward W. Knuth and the Reverend Orlett D. Brack; AND 7 
 8 
WHEREAS,  Our Lord has now received these good and faithful servants into eternal rest; 9 

THEREFORE BE IT 10 
 11 
 RESOLVED:  That we thank God for their service in a variety of venues; AND BE IT FINALLY 12 
 13 
RESOLVED:  That following the adoption of this resolution, the assembly will rise and sing: 14 
 15 

 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 16 
 All who by faith before the world confessed, 17 
 Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 18 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 19 
 20 
 You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 21 
 You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 22 
 You, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 23 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 24 
(LSB#677, Stanzas 1 and 2) 25 

 26 
 27 

 Respectfully Submitted, 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 

 ________________________________________ 32 
 Reverend Dan Deardoff, Chairman 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
 _________________________________________ 37 
Reverend Bret Bierman 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
 _________________________________________ 42 
 Ms. Crystal Bormann 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
 __________________________________________ 47 
 Mr. Ron Neeman 48 
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